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They say insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results. 

I am glad you did not see me on Monday afternoon trying to put together a stand for the television. I laid out all 4,236 
parts of hardware, carefully read the first page of instructions, and began. About three and a half hours later, it was 
done. At times, I was on the brink of insanity as I tried repeatedly to get the long widget to align with the cam 
thingamabob. Again. And again. And again. I finally got it done. (Do not tell Linda about the extra pieces, nor that the 
drawers open upside down.) I hate reading and following directions. I tend to skim them and get ahead of myself. 

I have had the Charge Conference forms hanging over my head for the last few weeks. Again, more instructions. They 
are actually quite revelatory. We are asked to look at recent statistics, reflect on them, and then set goals for where we 
are going as a church. It is an involved process that asks each part of the church to look at their part and answer 
questions: Sunday School classes, choir, youth, etc. 

I looked at some of the stats. They give us information that is challenging. Now, the tendency and the reaction of many 
is that these reports are a waste of time. That attitude is prevalent in most of society and in some of our churches. In a 
paper I have read, the information was there. 3% of people are highly successful in their lives, 30% are moderately 
successful, and 67% just exist. The main difference is that 3% have written specific goals for their lives. 30% have a 
general idea of where they are going, but no written goals. The other 67% just exist. What a difference these goals 
would have for our congregation! And yet, sadly, too many congregations just exist. 

I want to encourage you to come up with some specific goals for where God wants us to go. How many should be 
attending church worship in two years? What kind of growth in staff do we need? What kind of improvements can we 
make to the building that houses so many church activities? How many new study groups can we start? And, what kind 

of wildly imaginative ideas can we envision. 

Our motivation is in small part to be faithful to the vision of those first members of this 
congregation. What did they hope this congregation could be for this community in the 
Kingdom of God? Would they be pleased? 

A far more important rationale is what God wants from and for this congregation. Is He 
pleased with our faithfulness?  Is there more we can be and do? Can we be smarter/wiser 
in our efforts? 

I look forward to our discussions about this for the next few weeks before Charge 
Conference. What is most important is that we are about God’s will. The 67% are 

blown about by winds of chance and fad. May we be empowered by that Divine 
Wind of the Holy Spirit. 

The process will not be easy, but it will be a lot easier than me putting a piece of 
furniture together. 

Standing in grace, 

Growing in His love, Pastor Jim 
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M i s s i o n s  &  M i n i s t r i e s  

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither 
can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.  (John 15:4) 

Have you ever tried to take a single 
leaf and make a new plant from it?  

Granted, there may be some varieties for which this will work, 
but by and large, you need to have several leaves connected to 
the vine in order for roots to take hold and several vines planted 
together to make a healthy plant. For several weeks now the 
children in Jacob’s Ladder  have watched our vine cuttings take 
roots, and as our budding scientists paint flower pots and plant 
their vines, they are using the above scripture to help improve 
so many different skills: communication, fine motor, 
observation, listening, and faith development. We ask them 
how we can stay connected to God in order to produce fruit and 
take care of His creation. After hearing answers like “being nice 
and kind to others, talking to God, and learning His stories,” 
one young fellow responded, “Ms. Terri, you just have to love 
Him!” 

Jacob’s Ladder is just one of the vines that God has nurtured at 
NFUMC. We are proud to be planted together with Jesus’ 
Closet, UMW, our youth mission outreach, GraceWorks 
contributors of goods and services, our Early Responders for 
UMCOR, and the Guatemala mission team, just to name a few 
of the vines which reach out to bear fruit. With Charge 
Conference coming soon, let us all be in prayer that God will 
continue to nurture our mission vines as we continue to answer 
God’s call to love one another and make disciples for Christ. 

- Terri Anderson 
Director 

jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org 

Sunday October 2, World 
Communion Day, will be our 

Kick-Off for Jesus' Closet. 
For those of you who are not familiar, 

Jesus’ Closet is a ministry started in 
2005 as an answer to a tugging on my 

and other's hearts to serve the Latino Community. 

Jesus’ Closet provides clothing and toys for Latino children in 
need. During this big day we minister to these people through 
worship, social services, a Family Bible and of course the gifts 
for the kids. Typically we serve 500+ children in four hours.   

This year's event will be held on Saturday, November 19. 
Please prayerfully consider joining us in this ministry! Ways that 
you can help: 

? Financial contribution - Donations can be made on our 
Facebook page or with a check made to NFUMC, memo 
"Jesus’ Closet" 

? New or gently used winter clothes (sizes infant thru Junior 
sizes) 

? Coats, toys, teen items, shoes 

? Volunteer your time 

? Sponsor a fundraiser 

? Like "Jesus Closet" Facebook page and share with your 
friends 

? Help with planning 

You may drop off any clothing or toy donations in the New 
Fellowship Hall behind the partitions. Please do not put 
merchandise on the chairs.  

Our first fundraiser is a Chili Lunch on Sunday, October 2, 
immediately following the 10:30 worship service. Our 
fundraising goal this year is $3000. We gave up $2000 in 
budgeted mission funds to help with church budgetary 
constraints this year, so your donations are more important 
than ever.  

The next planning meeting is Monday, October 10, at 7pm. 
Come out, join us and help us kick off this important ministry! 

In Christ's love, 

- Heather Gee-Thomas  
973-0888 

heather@g2wireless.com 

J e s u s ’  C l o s e t  

The Dot Arnold Scholarship goes to qualifying seniors who will 
be attending a four-year college and have been active in the 
music program at Nolensville First UMC. The scholarship is 
$500 per year, for four consecutive years. It is sent to the 
college and is renewable when a student completes the follow-
up requirements each summer before they return to school the 
following fall. 

The DAS was set up to honor Dot Arnold. For many years, Dot 
served as a member of the choir, as organist, pianist and choir 
director at our church. Dot was and is involved in the music 
ministry for more than 40 years. We hope to have enough 
money in the fund to help eight students each year in the 
future. That says a lot about this church, about the music 
ministry of our church, and about the longevity of the music that 
one woman made sure that NFUMC had to minister to its 
members and the community. I hope that when you have time 
you will thank Dot for her service, and when money allows, 
donate to the scholarship fund. I hope this answers any 
questions that you may have and if it does not please do not 
hesitate to ask me about the scholarship.  

Thank you, Connie 

T h e  D o t  A r n o l d  
S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d  

Room in the Inn will start in November, 2012, 
not in October. For information on how you 
can volunteer or contribute to this wonderful 

ministry, contact Michele Overton, at 
426-3600, or visit www.roomintheinn.org. 
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Are you a member of the 1837 
Society yet? 

O c t o b e r  
S c r i p t u r e  

 
October 2 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  Ps 19 
 Phil 3:4b-14 Mat 21:33-46 
 
October 9 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Ex 32:1-14 Ps 106:1-6, 19-23 
 Phil 4:1-9 Mat 22:1-14 

Mark 10:13-16 
 
October 16 - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Ex 33:12-23 Ps 99 
 1 Thess 1:1-10 Mat 22:15-22 
 
October 23 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Deut 34:1-12 Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 
 1 Thess 2:1-8 Mat 22:34-46 
 
October 30 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

(All Saints’ Sunday) 
 Josh 3:7-17 Ps 107:1-7, 33-37 
 1 Thess 2:9-13 Mat 23:1-12 

Members of the 1837 Society have pledged to 
give $18.37 over and above their tithe each 

month to be put towards the 1837 Fund. This 
fund will be dedicated to building improvement 

projects. Our current Sanctuary is the third 
worship space built, and is 117 years old.  Our 
“brand new” Fellowship Hall and Education 

Wing is 11 years old. Both take upkeep, as any 
building does, and this fund will help cover any 
“surprises” as well as general maintenance of 

God's house. 

Columbia District 
Fall 2011 Trip 

The Columbia District VIM Fall Mission Trip to Trenton, 
Georgia, has been postponed. The new dates are October 23-
28. The plan is to leave for Trenton about 2pm on Sunday. It is 
only a two and a half hour drive, just south of Chattanooga. 
There is plenty of room for additional volunteers. Contact me if 
you would like to volunteer all or part of the week. Food, 
lodging and transportation is provided. A donation of $100 is 
appreciated, but not necessary, to cover cost these expenses.  

- Vic Lindberg 
972-7398 

(931) 486-3957 
VicsWorkshop@att.net 

V o l u n t e e r s  i n  M i s s i o n  

S u n d a y s  a t  C h u r c h  

All volunteer schedules (including updates!) are on the website under “Calendars.” 

   Children’s Message Children’s Church Acolytes   
 October 2 8:00 Heather Thomas NEED 
  10:30 Heather Thomas Amy Ray NEED   
 October 9 8:00 Terri Anderson NEED  
  10:30 Sandy Green Amy Ray NEED   
 October 16 8:00 Sylvia Bouvier NEED  
  10:30 Susan Nichols Amy Ray NEED   
 October 23  8:00 NEED NEED  
  10:30 Kevin Gavin Amy Ray NEED   
 October 30 8:00 Jocelyn Taylor NEED 
  10:30 Dave Belden Amy Ray NEED   

Handbells rehearsal on Wednesdays 
at 6pm, starting October 12. 

Drama Troupe For all ages! 

Sundays at 3pm, 

starting October 16 

“The Littlest Angel” 
Children’s Christmas Play, December 4 

Informational meeting Sunday, 
October 9 at 4pm.  

Auditions Sunday, October 16, 4pm.  
Rehearsals on Sundays at 4pm 
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S u n d a y  S c h o o l  N e w s  

I almost was not going to write anything this month for Sunday 
School News, but then part of my reading this morning was 
Acts 2, along with 1 Samuel 27 and 28. In my Study Bible’s 
notes for Acts 2:44, it said that God’s family works best when 
its members work together. That made me think about our 
church and thought how we are still needing teachers for the 
winter, spring, and summer quarters for 5th & 6th grade. 

Then, in the notes for Acts 2:47, it said that a healthy Christian 
community attracts people to Christ. It further stated that a 
healthy, loving church will grow in numbers. Again this brought 
me back to thoughts of our church and what people are looking 
for when they first visit a new church. My opinion is they are 
looking for the basics, the meat and potatoes of church – a vital 
worship and Sunday School experience. Everything else that 
our church offers outside worship and Sunday School is 
dessert. We must first serve them the “meat and potatoes” with 
a joyful attitude and a servant’s heart, then go from there. 

As I said, we are still looking for 5th & 
6th grade teachers. Amy Ray will be 
teaching the class through the end of 
November. Also, we could always use 
people willing to substitute in our 
Sunday School classes when our 
teachers cannot be here. We are a 
church family, and we need to work 
together to provide a good Sunday 
School program.  

Our children’s department uses Faithweaver for the curriculum, 
which means that all the children from preschool to 6th grade 
are on the same story each week. This really makes it nice if 
you have several children of different ages in your family when 
discussing what they learned in class because everyone is on 
the same page but at their own level. Faithweaver even has 
curriculum for Junior High, Senior High, and Adult if anyone is 
interested. 

Again prayerfully consider using your gifts teaching in our 
children’s Sunday School department. 

Blessings, 

-Theresa Pickett 
Sunday School Superintendent 

jtpickett76@comcast.net 

M u s i c  

Now Available - Electronic Giving 
NFUMC is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic 
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited 
automatically from your checking or savings account or processed 
using your debit or credit card. Our new electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency 
for our congregation. If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, 
you will no longer need to write 52 checks a year or prepare 52 
envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other 
circumstances prevent you from attending services, 
this program will allow your weekly offerings to 
continue on an uninterrupted basis. An 
authorization form and a “Frequently Asked 

Questions” flyer are available in the 
front hall by the mailboxes. 

Welcome to October! Where has this year, 
and last month especially, disappeared to?   
First, I would like to thank everyone who 

helped with the Yard Sale for the choir.  
Donations and sales helped us make some 
difference in our finances. I am not sure if 
you know how much the choir tries to save, 
but we, like every other ministry in this 

church, need to be able to purchase new music or you would 
be tired of the same old songs each month, week, or year. Just 
keep in mind how much each ministry needs to be supported in 
this church. We thank you for everything that you do to help us 
and every ministry.   

New things are in the works! I am trying to start up a drama 
ministry so that we can add some dramas, scenes or anything 
to the service. I have monologues for the Advent season that 
should be here this week. If you are interested, please email 
me or see me at church and let me know. We will try again to 
meet on October 16 to organize a group. There are so many 
things out there that we could use. 

Old things starting up again! The handbells need to start up 
again, as well, so we can play during the Christmas Season.  
This is not a long term commitment but short term. We have 
been asked to join St. Edwards Catholic for a service of 
handbells, but we need at least eight players to have enough to 
play. We have five committed, so we need three more if you 
are interested. 

The choir will start rehearsing the Cantata in October on 
Wednesday evenings. Please come sing with us for the 
Christmas Season and enjoy performing “The Winter Rose.” 

The children will be doing the play “The Littlest Angel” for their 
Christmas pageant this year.  Any child interested needs to 
meet me at the church on Wednesday evening, October 12, at 
6pm. Any child that wants to be a part needs to be here that 
Wednesday! 

Let me know if you are interested in any of these activities or if 
you have any questions about them.   

Have a wonderful fall and hope to see each of you. 

Keep Singing, 

- Connie McCain 
Director of Music 

music@nolensvilleumc.org 

The Good News Class is responsible for set-up, drinks, 
and clean up on October 9, at 9:15am. Please remember 
that the class responsible for Second Sunday breakfast 
is also requested to provide cookies, donuts, or other 

snacks for all other Sundays of that month. 

Please put ALL food away after 
fellowship on Sundays. We are called to 

be fishers of men, not mice and ants! 

S e c o n d  S u n d a y  
B r e a k f a s t  
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F a m i l y  &  F e l l o w s h i p  

The UMW met September 14, at the church. We had seventeen 
members present plus one new member. 

Mary Martin opened our meeting with a prayer and then led us in reading 
“The Purpose.” Mary prayed for missionaries named on our prayer 
calendar for the day. 

Mary’s devotion was from Luke 12:22-24. The title was “Dethroning My 
Coupon God.” 

In 2010, the United Methodist Women of the Tennessee Conference 
gave over $123,000 to mission. The Nolensville First UMW contributed to 
this. 

Our business meeting covered many topics. One was Room in the Inn. 
Karen Hoffmeister made a donation of twelve backpacks for the men. The 
UMW will fill the backpacks with items the men can use. 

Bea Robins was our hostess. Her program was “Name that Tune.” 
Carolyn Crigger played a few notes on the piano, and we named the 
tune. All were old church favorites written by Fanny Crosby. She was very 
active in mission work. Art Robins gave a most interesting talk, “The 
Definition of God.” Bea closed our meeting with a prayer. 

Art and Bea provided box lunches decorated with large, bright colored, 
paper roses. It was a good meeting with good fellowship and delicious 
food. We always welcome others to join the UMW. Our next meeting will 
be on October 12, at 10:30am, at NFUMC. 

- Carolyn Battle 
Secretary 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  W o m e n  

The Men's Group will be having the  
3rd Annual Shrimp Boil  

Saturday, October 22, 2011  

4-6pm at the Church.   

Tickets are $6 for kids 
and $10 for adults.   

See the Men's Group 
or stop by the front 

office for tickets. 

What are your plans for lunch after 
Sunday worship? Well, come down to 

the 
Chili Lunch 
October 2 

right after the 10:30 worship service 
proceeds will benefit Jesus’ Closet 

Cost will be $5 a person, $20 a family, 
and $1 a dessert, and the football 

game will be on our projection TV. So 
save the date and watch for more 
details in your announcements! 

Beginning Wednesday, October 5, at 6:30pm, Lynette Jones 
will be leading a 7-week Women’s Bible study: 

BRAVE: Honest Questions Women Ask  

Why can't I get it together? Am I as invisible as I feel? Why do I 
always feel worn out? 

Ladies, we've all got insecurities, flaws, and struggles that we're 
afraid to address. But if we can be brave enough to raise the 

questions, God will answer us. 
Join us as we dig into six 

common issues that we, as 
women, all face. 

Fundamental to our Judeo-Christian heritage are the  

Ten Commandments 

 On Wednesday, October 5, at 
6:30pm, Pastor Jim will begin a 

7-week course on these important 
laws. Class starts at 6:30pm 

Childcare for infants to 3-years-old will be 
available during these Bible 

studies. 



page 6 

B i r t h d a y s  
10/1 Nick Wilson; 10/3 Susan Baker; 10/4 Griffin Stackhouse, Jodi Hallum; 10/5 Kara Blevens, Nancy Hatcher, Dylan Yeager; 10/6 

Sandra Blevens, Nancy Allen, Cindy Dove, Angie Jeffries; 10/7 Laura Pope; 10/8 Myron Williams; 10/9 Carolyn Crigger; 10/10 
Jessie Ragan; 10/11 Lew Green, Caylie Poe; 10/12 Ronnie Myatt, Alli Dickey, Ethan Hall; 10/13 Drew Taylor; 10/15 Eileen 

Hogshead; 10/17 Sarah McVey; 10/18 Laura Poe; 10/19 Geoffrey Reed; 10/20 Bailey Fohr; 10/21 Doug Marcus, Emily Cooper; 
10/22 Lesa Smith, Cathy Campbell, Jason Fohr, Matthew McGarvey; 10/25 Doug Barnes, Lauren Ryan, Hayes Brownlee; 10/26 
Olivia Haley, Chris Ryan, Amy Carpenter, Katherine McGee, Hannah Jones; 10/27 Pat Patton; 10/28 Dana Cunningham, Scott 

Phillips 
 

A n n i v e r s a r i e s  
10/15 Emily & Robert Gibson (1); 10/17 Cindi & Kevin Applegate (13); 10/19 Nelda & Robert Vest (26); 

10/23 Patty & Jon Terry (12); 10/24 Amy & Dirk Hoag (13); 10/25 Chris & Scott Phillips (8); 10/29 Patty & Jimmy Wilson (28) 
And a special congratulations to Zannie & Keith Martin on their 10th Anniversary on October 6! 

Y o u n g  H e a r t s  

The Young Hearts met in Fellowship Hall, on September 23, 
with 24 members present. We enjoyed games and fellowship 
following a brief business meeting. Our next meeting will be in 
Fellowship Hall, Friday, October 28. We will be making fruit 
baskets for our shut-ins. We enjoyed Jackie’s cooking again, as 
usual. We will not meet in November; our annual December 
meeting is a trip to LifeWay for their Christmas Program. Hope 
to see you in December — new members are always welcome! 

 - Carolyn Crigger 
Secretary 

Y o u t h  O c t o b e r  E v e n t s  

Sun Oct 2 5pm Youth Group (UMYF) 
Wed Oct 5 6:30pm Bible Study  

 Oct 7-9  Leadership Retreat  

Sun Oct 9 5pm No Youth Group  

Wed Oct 12 6:30pm Bible Study - Ski Trip deposit due 
Sun Oct 16 5pm Youth Group (UMYF)  

Wed Oct 19 6:30pm  Bible Study 

Sat Oct 22 1pm Mission Saturday 

Sun Oct 23  No Youth Group 

Wed Oct 26 6:30pm Youth Bible Study 

Sun Oct 30  Youth Group (UMYF) - Warmth in Winter money due 

-Sam Tidball 
Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

Parents, A friendly reminder of our Safe Sanctuary 
policy: ALL children from Nursery to 6th Grade must 
be dropped off and picked up by a parent.  Please do 

not send an older sibling to pickup a child from Sunday 
School. 

Thanking you in advance for assisting in keeping 
Nolensville a “Safe Sanctuary” for our children! 

Young Adults 

Our Young Adult 
fellowship meets 
every Thursday at 
6:30pm at Mama’s 
Java. For more info, 
please contact Mary 

Hill at  
mfhill87@gmail.com. 

ECHO’s (Every Child Helping Others) 

5th & 6th graders 

Ropes Course, Sunday, October 23 
Bring a sack lunch, a snack and a couple of drinks. 
Please  wear  older, comfortable clothes and closed-toe 
shoes that are appropriate for the weather. We will leave 
at 11:45am and return by 6pm. 
The ropes course consists of a series of challenges that 
will be presented to the group. These challenges start off 
very simple (like ice breakers) and increase in difficulty 
throughout the day. As the group begins to work together 
and communicate, the goal is for them to begin to 
accomplish more difficult tasks using their strengths and 
weaknesses.  Throughout the day, discussions will take 
place that allow the participants time to share feelings 
and insights.  It can be a very powerful tool when talking 
about relationships, responsibility, and trust.  Although 
there are some physically challenging tasks, everyone is 
able to participate and this is not an obstacle course 
testing our physical abilities.  
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Worship Times 
8:00am and 10:30am Sunday Mornings 

9:15am Sunday School 
 

Staff 
 Pastor: Rev. Jim Norton pastorjim@nolensvilleumc.org 
 Youth Director: Samantha Tidball youth@nolensvilleumc.org 
 Music Director: Connie McCain music@nolensvilleumc.org 
 Business/Finance Administrator: Beth Lindsey finance@nolensvilleumc.org 
 Administrative Assistant: Chris Grosson numc@nolensvilleumc.org 
 Jacob’s Ladder Director: Terri Anderson jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org 

www.nolensvilleumc.org 

B e h i n d  t h e  S c e n e s  

General Operating Fund Balance at August 31, 2011 $  898.78 

General Operating Fund Balance at July 31, 2011 $  1,452.89 

Increase / (Decrease) in Fund Balance ($  554.11) 

  
General Operating Fund Income $  33,241.01 

General Operating Fund Expenses $ 33,795.12  

Net Income / (Expenses) ($ 554.11)  

H i g h l i g h t s  f r o m  
A u g u s t  F i n a n c i a l s  

Next Finance Committee Meeting: 
 Tuesday, October 18, 7:45pm 

How does NFUMC fulfill its mission statement? 

How do we follow the will of God? 

Come find out at the Church Council of Stewards, Thursday, October 20, 
at 7pm, and at the Charge Conference, Sunday, October 23, at 12noon. 
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